AAIB Bulletin: 5/2012

G-CVPM

EW/G2012/02/09

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:
Year of Manufacture:
Date & Time (UTC):
Location:

Type of Flight:

Persons on Board:
Injuries:

Nature of Damage:
Commander’s Licence:
Commander’s Age:

Commander’s Flying Experience:

Information Source:

The pilot had stopped at Halfpenny Green to refuel on a
trip from Yorkshire to the pilot’s home base near Exeter.
After refuelling, he taxied the aircraft to Runway 34 for
departure. The pilot began pre-rotation of the rotor,
but was unable to hold the aircraft stationary on the
brakes. At about 110 rotor rpm the pilot moved the
cyclic control aft. The rpm was less than desired, but
the pilot thought it would be safe to do so and it would

assist rotor rpm build up. With the rotor at less than

VPM M16 Tandem Trainer gyroplane, G-CVPM
1 Rotax 912ULS piston engine

1998

14 February 2012 at 1529 hrs

Halfpenny Green (Wolverhampton) Airport
Private
Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Upper part of rudder and propeller tips
Private Pilot’s Licence

51 years

75 hours (of which 58 were on type)
Last 90 days - 1 hour

Last 28 days - 1 hour

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

normal flying speed, the gyroplane pitched nose-up and
there was severe vibration through the cyclic control.
The pilot pushed it forwards again and reduced power
before taxiing back to the apron. Upon inspection, a
section of the top of the gyroplane’s rudder was found
to be missing, along with tips of the propeller blades.
Photographs supplied by the pilot also showed damage
to a rotor blade, consistent with the disc having flapped

back into contact with the rudder and propeller.
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